
Selecting Music With Students
In Large Ensembles



1. Increased Motivation
a. Autonomy Support
b. Buy-in
c. Relevance

2. Shared Understanding
a. Challenges
b. Fundamentals
c. Group Dynamics
d. Compromise

3. Sense of Respect

Why pick music together?



What are some things 
you should discuss 
before you start looking 
for pieces to play?

Music Discovery Guide



● Learning Goals
○ Skills
○ Level
○ Exposure

● Performance Needs
○ Concert Theme
○ Performance Conditions
○ Audience expectations
○ Adjudication concerns

● Engagement
○ Will this be engaging, valuable

and/or fun.

Purpose of the piece:



Where to look for music?
Music Publishers / Retailers

Internet Search

State Music Lists

Directly From ComposersRecommendations

Music Library



● What type of ensemble is this?
○ String Orchestra Vs. Full Orchestra
○ Concert Band, Jazz Band, Marching Band, Wind Ensemble
○ Choir, Show choir, SATB vs. TTB etc.

● Ensemble Strengths
○ Potential Soloist
○ More experienced sections
○ Advanced Fundamentals

● Ensemble Challenges
○ Missing Instrumentation
○ Areas of Improvement

Instrumentation / Fit



● Diɉculty       Quality 
○ Harder music is not inherently better
○ Playing more music that is easier has benefits

● Diɉculty       Fit
○ Regardless of publisher rating, fit decides how 

diɉcult a piece will be for a particular 
ensemble at large

● Diɉculty       Timeline
○ More diɉculty requires more preparation time
○ Less diɉculty means more time for other 

music or priorities

Diɉculty Level / Timeline



1. Look for music in recommended locations
2. Listen to a recording of the music
3. Look at the score to confirm fit
4. If possible, sight read the arrangement to 

verify fit

Make notes and decide if this piece makes 
sense for your situation and the members of the 
ensemble.

How to use this information



You can also use our music 
literature evaluation guide to gather 
thoughts about specific selections.

Literature Evaluation Guide

MusicalWonders.org

http://musicalwonders.org

